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THE LIZARD ISLAND REEF RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
Understanding Australia’s Great Barrier Reef 
 

 
I wish to make a donation to Lizard Island Reef Research Foundation. 
 
 
Name:    ______________________________________________ 
 
Partner’s name:  ______________________________________________ 
 
Address:   ______________________________________________ 
 
    ______________________________________________ 
 
Telephone:   ______________________________________________ 
 
Email:    ______________________________________________ 
 

□ I have transferred $______________  to the Foundation bank account 
Lizard Island Reef Research Foundation  BSB 032102  Account 473788 
Please use your name as the reference and email this form to the address below 
Note  –  transfer to our bank account is preferred if convenient for you 

 

□ I enclose a cheque for $______________  payable to  
Lizard Island Reef Research Foundation 

 

□ Please charge $______________  to my credit card 
 
Card type:   Mastercard or VISA only 
 
Name on card:   ______________________________________________ 
 
Card number   ______________________________________________ 
 
Expiry date   ______________________________________________ 
 
Signature   ______________________________________________ 
 

I would □  would not □  like my name and that of my partner to be included in any 
public listing of donations. 
 
Donations are fully tax deductible in Australia.  A receipt will be issued. 
 
Please email or post this form to the address below 



 
 
 
Why we need to know so much more about the Great Barrier Reef 
 
The Great Barrier Reef is Australia’s largest and most spectacular natural treasure.  The coral is receding.  We 
need to apply rigorous science to understand why and find ways of preserving for future generations this 
wonderland and the billions of fascinating creatures that live there. 
 
Tropical coral reefs are immensely rich in biodiversity, occupying less than 1% of the ocean floor but hosting 
around 25% of all marine life.  Life originated in the primeval sea.  There is much to learn about life on the reef 
that could help us understand more about our own biological functions and malfunctions.  
 
Why Lizard Island Research Station (LIRS) is special 
 
The range and quality of science at LIRS is impressive.  Each year around 100 new scientific papers based on 
research at the station are added to the collection of over 1,600 such publications already in the library. 
 
LIRS hosts visiting scientists from Australia and around the world.  It is an ideal base for marine research 
because it is far from human habitation, close to the outer reef and near rich inner reef and seagrass areas. 
 
Why LIRS needs your support 
 
LIRS operates on a user-pays basis and with great efficiency, but in such a remote tropical location everything is 
expensive to import and maintain.  The scientists have to obtain their own research grants to support their 
projects and are finding it harder each year.  LIRS fees are set at the highest rates scientists can reasonably be 
expected to pay, but there is still an annual budget deficit.  This is funded by our Foundation donors.  They also 
fund capital works at the station and the doctoral and post-doctoral fellowships that are awarded each year.  If it 
were not for our donor support, LIRS could not continue to operate.   
 
How much should you give? 
 
Any amount you donate will be greatly appreciated and put to good use.  We have five donor categories: 
 
1. Friends are donors who have given up to $999 in the current or previous financial year.  

 
2. Members are donors who have given $1,000 or more in the current or previous financial year.  Some 

Members also donate in the names of their children and grandchildren.  Some give larger amounts to fund 
specific fellowships or particular capital items such as research vessels, laboratories, aquariums and solar 
power.   
 

3. Family Members are donors who have given $2,000 or more in the current or previous financial year and 
who prefer it to be recognized as a family donation. 
 

4. Life Members are donors who have given $100,000 or more, or who have pledged to give this amount over 
a period of up to 5 years.  We are fortunate to have a number of wonderful supporters who have become 
Life Members. 
 

5. Corporate Members are companies who have given $10,000 or more. 
 
 
The benefits 
 
Apart from the fact that donations are fully tax-deductible in Australia, a donation to our Foundation does not 
confer any benefits or entitlements.  LIRS publishes an annual newsletter listing the research projects, visiting 
scientists and publications for the year.  We provide “news flash” updates on important discoveries.  Members 
who visit Lizard Island are invited to tour the Research Station with the Directors and meet researchers.  The 
famous Lizard Island Resort generously offers members a 20% discount (conditions apply) and members have 
the opportunity to stay at the research station by joining an educational trip.  All our Friends and Members take 
great satisfaction from supporting this worthy cause, especially when they see the station in operation or have 
the opportunity of hearing an update at one of our local events during the year.  We look forward to welcoming 
you to our Foundation community.  
 
For more information, please visit http://australianmuseum.net.au/Lizard-Island-Research-Station 

http://australianmuseum.net.au/Lizard-Island-Research-Station

